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SAIN-LARY-SOULAN, FRANCE



Saint-Lary-Soulan

Ideally located in the heart of Aure Valley with 

pleasant weather and sun, the village of Saint-Lary is 

dominate by the ski resort which overlooks it at 830 

meters. Pic Lumière cable car (built in 1957 and 

modernized since for our visitors) and Vignec 

cableway (only open in winter) allowed to reach to the 

slopes. In 2010, these two ski lifts allowed to expand 

the transport capacity to the slopes sixfold, and to 

decrease the sportsmen waiting time.

Located to less than 20km of Spain, Saint-Lary and 

the stone and half-timbered facades increase the 

village authenticity. People enjoy festive evenings 

which mix Iberian and French Southwest 

atmospheres.





Policy for the people with disabilities in France 

The French Republic takes care for the people with disabilities, 

so they are equal and full citizens of French society, regardless 

of their disability or the extent to which it reveals itself. This is 

regulated by the Disabled Persons Act of 11 February 2005 

(Law for Equal Rights and Opportunities, Participation and 

Citizenship of Persons with Disabilities). 

Article 114 of the Law states: "For the purposes of this Act, for 

a disability is considered any restriction on the activity or 

restriction of the participation in a society, endured in its 

environment by a person, due to a substantial, permanent or 

continuous change of one or more physical functions, sensually, 

mental, cognitive or mental or disabling health condition." 

Law’s web site: 

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JO

RFTEXT000000809647&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id

https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000000809647&dateTexte=&categorieLien=id


At the time of the law's adoption in France, over 10% of the population 

(over 5 million people) are disabled. Therefore, the measures defined 

in the Act, as well as some later additions to them, include various 

activities in all areas of public life: 

- Еducation, employment, architectural environment and accessibility, 

transport (such as the issuance of disability cards);

- State compensation for the reduced salary of a disabled worker; 

- A grant for a disabled student; 

- Payment of a disabled elderly person’s allowance; 

- Accessible transport and public spaces, etc. 

Departmental house for the disabled – MDPH (La maison 

départementale des personnes handicapées) throughout France have 

established, institutions that care for both the rights of persons with 

disabilities and the benefits they receive, as well as their awareness. 

https://mdphenligne.cnsa.fr/

https://www.cnsa.fr/vous-etes-une-personne-handicapee-ou-un-

proche/missions-et-fonctionnement-des-mdph

https://handicap.gouv.fr/ouvrir-mes-droits-rendez-vous-avec-votre-

mdph

https://mdphenligne.cnsa.fr/
https://www.cnsa.fr/vous-etes-une-personne-handicapee-ou-un-proche/missions-et-fonctionnement-des-mdph
https://handicap.gouv.fr/ouvrir-mes-droits-rendez-vous-avec-votre-mdph


Accessible Tourism in France 

As part of the accessibility policy, the French state and society are also 

implementing an accessible tourism policy. The state label (sign, brand) 

“Tourism and Disability” (Label "Tourisme et handicap") was created. 

The French Ministry of Tourism issued it, but its appearance is due to the 

close cooperation of the public authority with the tourism industry, local 

authorities and associations representing people with disabilities. 

The purpose of the “Tourism and Disability” label is to provide objective 

and consistent information on the accessibility of sites and tourist 

facilities. 

http://www.tourisme-handicaps.org/les-labels/

The sign covers four groups of disabilities: 

- hearing impairment, 

- visual impairment, 

- motor impairment 

- mental impairment. 

http://www.tourisme-handicaps.org/les-labels/


Accessible Tourism in France 

Every five years, a new categorization of “Tourism and Disability” 

(Tourisme et handicap) is carried out on the sites covered by the mark. It 

covers various tourist activities, which are grouped into five categories: 

- accommodation; 

- tourist information; 

- free time; 

- restaurant activities; 

- visits. 

The interest in “Tourism and Disability” (Tourisme et handicap) label is 

growing steadily. In June 2018, it covered nearly 5500 establishments 

and institutions. On December 31, 2016, 2260 tourist sites received the 

sign for all four groups of disabilities (hearing impairment, visual 

impairment, motor impairment and mental disability). These are 41% of 

“Tourism and Disability” (Tourisme et handicap) properties. In order to 

encourage more and more establishments and sites to get involved in 

the activities covered by the label, a month of “Tourism and Disability” 

(Tourisme et handicap) is organized, exhibitions are held, prizes are 

given, and enhanced advertising in social networks. 



National Park Pyrenees

National Park Pyrenees (Parc National des 

Pyrénées) is part of a chain of ten national 

parks in France, managed by the French 

Agency for Biological Diversity (Agence 

Française pour la Biodiversité AFB).

National parks cover a variety of 

terrestrial and marine areas and represent 

almost 9.5% of the French territory (60 

728 km²). They are classified as national 

parks because of their exceptional natural 

and cultural resources. The ten parks attract 

more than 8.5 million visitors each year. 

http://www.pyrenees-parcnational.fr/fr

http://www.pyrenees-parcnational.fr/fr


National Park Pyrenees

Pyrenees National Park is the third national park in France. Established 

by a decree on March 23, 1967. The park is located in the zones of 

High Pyrenees and Atlantic Pyrenees (Hautes-Pyrénées & Pyrénées-

Atlantiques) and covers an area of more than 100 kilometers, over six 

valleys, two departments (Pyrénées-Atlantiques et Hautes-Pyrénées) 

and two districts (Nouvelle Aquitaine / New Aquitaine / et Occitanie / 

Occitania). It is located along the border between France and Spain. 

The park manages two nature reserves: the Newville (Néouvielle) 

National Nature Reserve (2313 hectares) in the Ore (Aure) Valley and 

the Ossau Griffon Vultures National Conservation Area (83 hectares). 

The site of the Pyrenees Mont Perdu, cirques et canyons ("Pyrénées 

Mont Perdu, cirques et canyons") was included in the 1997 UNESCO 

World Heritage List for both natural and cultural heritage. The circuses 

of Gavarnie, Estouub (Estaubé), Troumouse and Barroude on the French 

side and the Aniscle Canyons, Ordesa, Escuain and Pineta on the 

Spanish side are natural phenomena and illustrative example of the 

major stages of Earth's development. 



National Park Pyrenees

Like all national parks, the Pyrenees National Park consists of a "core" 

and a "membership zone" (in dark green on the map is "core"). The 

"core" is a protected area with no permanent residents. It is subject to 

specific provisions for biodiversity preservation. Traditional activities 

such as pastoralism (traditional seasonal animal grazing practices) and 

forestry are practiced in this area of 45 707 hectares. 

The “core” covers the administrative territory of 15 municipalities. In the 

membership area, including 64 municipalities, the national park 

partners with local communities on the basis of a special Charter, which 

defines specific environmental protection activities combined with socio-

economic development: maintaining the quality of the landscape, rural 

development, support for summer grassland management and 

evaluation of local agriculture products, forestry development, 

hospitality management by major tourist sites, public awareness, 

preservation of natural and cultural heritage, conservation of water 

resources.



National Park Pyrenees

Pyrenees National Park is free of barriers or fences and the animals in 

it are completely free. The park is home to over 70 different mammal 

species. Many vertebrates (over 40 species in total) are protected 

nationally. One of them, the mountain goat, highly endangered in the 

1950s, now grows freely in the park, with over 4,000 animals in the 

species. Among the large animals in the Pyrenean park are the brown 

bears, and the marmots are successfully restored in the park's natural 

environment. There are also plenty of large rapacious birds such as 

bearded vultures, griffon vultures, Egyptian vultures and golden eagle.

The most alpine mountain range in southern Europe, the Pyrenees has a 

very rich and diverse flora - more than 2500 plant species, more than 

40% of the plant diversity in France (the European continental territory 

of France). They grow at different levels at altitudes and reach up to 

3,000 meters. Lilies, ramondas, adonises, wild onions, Iberian willow are 

spread in the Pyrenees National Park.



National Park Pyrenees

The natural beauties, rich flora and fauna, as well as the sights attract 

many tourists to Pyrenees National Park. The desire for the park to be 

accessible to the people with disabilities prompted its management in 

2006, that is a year after the adoption of the Disabled Persons Act, to 

meet the requirements and to receive the “Tourism and Disability” Label 

(Tourisme et handicap) for two of the houses (visitor centers) in the park 

– The National Park House at Etsaut in the valley of Aspe /Maison du 

Parc national des Pyrénées d'Etsaut en vallée d'Aspe/ and the National 

Park House at Lariun in the Oso Valley /Maison du Parc national de 

Laruns en vallée d'Ossau/. The label applies to all four types of 

impairment - hearing impairment, visual impairment, motor impairment 

and mental impairment and it is given for the first time to French 

national parks!Today, six out of the nine houses in the park are labeled 

for all four types of disability: National Park House at Tarbes /Maison 

du Parc national à Tarbes/, National Park House in the valley of 

Arrens-Marsous /Maison du Parc national et de la vallée à Arrens-

Marsous/, National Park House at Etsaut /Maison du Parc national à 

Etsaut /, National Park House at Laruns /Maison du Parc national à 

Laruns /, National Park House at Saint-Lary /Maison du Parc national à 

Saint-Lary / house in Saint-Larry / and the Information point at Plan 

d'Aste /Point d'information du Plan d'Aste /. 



The Houses of the National Park Pyrenees: 

http://www.pyrenees-parcnational.fr/fr/des-decouvertes/sejourner-

dans-le-parc-national/les-maisons-du-parc-national-des-pyrenees

http://www.pyrenees-parcnational.fr/fr/des-decouvertes/sejourner-dans-le-parc-national/les-maisons-du-parc-national-des-pyrenees


The National Park Pyrenees policy for accessibility “Tourism and 

Disability” (Tourisme et handicap) for the Park:

http://www.pyrenees-parcnational.fr/fr/des-decouvertes/un-parc-

national-accessible/label-tourisme-et-handicap

The policy for the accessibility of the people with disabilities has been 

implemented by the Pyrenees National Park and in the construction of 

routes-interpretive paths for the four types of disabilities - hearing 

impairment, visual impairment, motor impairment and mental 

impairment. All these facilities allow every visitor, regardless of their 

disability, to touch the heart of nature and discover the exceptional 

richness of the mountain. Track facilities are completely autonomous. At 

the beginning of each of them are panels that are equipped with audio 

terminals powered by solar energy. They broadcast commentary is in 

French, English and Spanish. The texts of each panel are written in 

French, English and Spanish, as well as in Braille. The models allow each 

visitor to understand the topics covered.

http://www.pyrenees-parcnational.fr/fr/des-decouvertes/un-parc-national-accessible/label-tourisme-et-handicap


The path in the Tesh /Tech/ Valley is one of the three paths in the 

Pyrenees National Park. Around the lake, it is 800 meters long and 

accessible to all. It has five interpretation boards for geology, mountain 

landscape, pastoralism and hydropower. In the Arcoesh /Arcoèche/ hut 

inhabited by a shepherd in the summer, two interpretive panels present 

the historical development of pastoralism as well as its current state. At 

the end of the route in the valley, there are seven more stations, that 

provide information on water resources, forests and rocks in the Tesh 

/Tech/ Valley.

The Busharo - Gavarnie /Boucharo - Gavarnie/ path is created on an 

old road, closed to traffic and accessible to all, including people with 

disabilities. It is located in the heart of the Pyrenees National Park and 

the UNESCO site “Pyrenees - Mount Perdu” /”Pyrénées - Mont Perdu”/, 

from Col des Tentes to Col de Boucharo. Through it, disabled people 

can discover the Gavarni circus and its high peaks, including the Brèche 

de Roland. Three interpretative panels introduce visitors to natural 

heritage, geology and cross-border trade.



About the National Park an interpretive path on the topic of trees has 

been created. It is known as the Etsaut Tree Path. Embossed drawings 

on triangular rotating terminals show the tree, its leaves and its fruits. 

The names of the plant species are written in French and Spanish, as 

well as in Braille and enlarged signs for the visually impaired. Thus, 

more than 25 trees are illustrated. One of the islands is dedicated to 

the geology and impact of the soil. It presents the most famous rocks of 

the valley. An observation telescope accessible for wheelchair users 

and two interpretative signs for birds of prey and bears complete the 

path. Resin imprints of wild animals with identification in French, Spanish 

and Braille are also presented. 

Routes and houses in Pyrenees National Park, as well as in other nine 

parks, have been developed thanks to the sponsorship of GMF 

insurance company - since 2008. In the Pyrenees Park, the company's 

support provides the renovation of the Cauterets and Saint-Lary houses.



Visited sites in National Park Pyrenees

- The National Park Houses at the Arrens-Marsous. They are 

emblematic tourist sites that are fully accessible to people with 

disabilities and to the four types of disabilities - hearing impairment, 

visual impairment, motor impairment and mental impairment. The first 

house of the National Park at the Arrens-Marsous Valley is an office of 

the National Park, a tourist center and has a small interactive exposition 

for the development of tourism in the region. There is also a projection 

room in the building.

After the House, there is an accessible tourist route, carefully examined 

by the project experts, which has unique tourist information boards, 

suitable for people with visual and hearing impairments.

At the end of the Arrens-Marsous valley (in the heart of the mountain), 

a new National Park House is built, which is a tourist center and has an 

interesting exposure about the local economic activities developed 

related to animal husbandry, cheese production, herb harvesting, 

beekeeping and others.



Visited sites in National Park Pyrenees

- The National Park House at Saint-Larry, a developed tourist center 

for skiing, hiking and cycling. The House is located in the beautiful 

building - the Hachan Tower, has a tourist information center and an 

attractive exhibition (indoor and outdoor) dedicated to the trees, forests 

and industries developed through them. The multi-sensory exhibition is 

made out only of natural materials, has the label "Tourism and 

Disability" and is suitable for people with four types of impairments -

hearing impairment, visual impairment, motor impairment and mental 

impairment. Visitors are offered sensory animations, sound and aromas 

to allow the sensory exploration of these various animal and plant 

species. For environmentally responsible use of wood, all applications 

of wood can be observed in the form of tactile animations. There is also 

a tactile terminal for people with disabilities to familiarize themselves 

with accessible hiking trails in the Aure Valley. There is a projection 

room in the house in Saint-Larry and a souvenir shop.





Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Entrance



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Front Desk



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Exposition of 

Promotional materials



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

lake and mounatains



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

trees



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile & Sound 

exposition of birds



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of  

tree leaves & branch



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Text exposition of  

trees



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

birds & places of 

living



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

birds



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

birds & places of 

living



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

trees



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of  

trees



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

birds & feathers



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

birds’ feathers



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

trees’ branches & 

cone



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

bird & otter



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

lake – stone & fishes



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

lake – stone & fishes



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

forest & tree



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

wooden materials



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

wooded material in 

the house



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Tactile exposition of 

wooden products –

craft instruments, ski, 

etc.



Museum of National 

Park Pyrenees

Cinema hall



Arrens - Marsous

Mountains Pyrenees



Arrens – Marsous

House of NP

Pyrenees 

Entrance



Arrens – Marsous

House of NP

Information Boards



Arrens – Marsous

House of NP

Facade



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Information Board



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Information Board



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Accessible place for 

rest & pleasure



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Information Board



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Information Board



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Information Board at 

the accessible tourist 

path



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Information Board



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Accessible parking



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Accessible mountain 

path



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Information Board



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Information Board



Arrens – Marsous

House of NP

Facade



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Exhibition 



Arrens – Marsous

Valley

Multi-sensor 

Exhibition Board



Lessons Learnt

All study visits can be defined as unforgettable and valuable for each 

participant.

Study visit In France

Visit to the Pyrenees National Park has shown that cares for the people 

with disabilities, even in much more difficult places such as mountains, 

valleys, peaks, winding paths and rough roads, lakes and other water 

areas (as well as in visitor centers and in outdoor exhibitions) is Not only 

completely possible, but it is also challenging, including provision of means 

for the overwhelming of the huge percentage of obstacles for people with 

disabilities. At most of the places in the park, the Label “Tourism and 

Disability” /"Tourisme et handicap"/ is for the four types of impairments -

hearing impairment, visual impairment, motor impairment and mental 

impairment.

The Pyrenees National Park is the first national park in France received the 

“Tourism and Disability” /"Tourisme et handicap"/ label for the four types 

of disabilities for two of its houses: the National Park House at Etsaut in the 

valley of Aspe /Maison du Parc national des Pyrénées d'Etsaut en vallée 

d'Aspe/ and the National Park House at Laruns in the valley of Ossau / 

Maison du Parc national de Laruns en vallée d’Ossau/.

In front of the NPP House 

at Arrens-Marsous - Pyrenees 

National Park, France 



Study visit In France

From the seen on the sites, from the information and materials read, is vivid 

the desire of the park to reach 100% accessible for people with 

disabilities. For sure, that is in harmony with the policy of the French state 

and the full understanding in society that the people with disabilities are 

full-rights citizens who, with common support, can live life to the full extend 

of their capacity and also be useful for civil society development and well-

being and progress of the French Republic.

What was seen and learned during the visit to the Pyrenees National Park 

can be applied at the national level in Greece and Bulgaria. Not only 

funding is needed. Full synchronization in the work of the state, civil society 

and the organizations of people with disabilities will lead to the practical 

realization of the French experience. Whether it is on the same lines or 

scales depends on many circumstances. But the direction is more than right.
On the accessible for people 

with disabilities path in the 

valley of Arrens-Marsous 

Pyrenees National Park, 

France 



The complete responsibility about the content of the presentation is of the Regional Youth 

Parliament – Kardzhali, Bulgaria and under no circumstances could not be considered that 

reveals the official position of the European Union, of the member state countries, of the 

Managing Authorities and of the Joint Secretariat  

http://www.greece-bulgaria.eu/
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http://www.greece-bulgaria.eu/

